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• Concept of ‘Safer Centres’ - focused on safety of people and 

sustainability of towns 

• Tenure blind, risk based – private and public land 

• Community focused, community led, collaborative  

• Recognises and enables protection of local assets and 

values 

• Respects and builds local knowledge, ownership and 

capacity 

• Operates within and enhances existing planning systems 

• Shared responsibility = shared knowledge + shared 

resources + shared power 

• Focus on protection of township may reduce impact on 

public land – win/win 

 
 
 
 

Community Focussed Fuel Management 

Planning 



Fuel Management Zones 

• Asset Protection Zones 

• Highest level of protection to settlements and assets, intense fuel 

management, high frequency, significant impact on ecological 

values. Priority is safety.  

• Bushfire Moderation Zones 

• Support APZ, reduce fire intensity in the landscape, reduce 

embers, priority is on safety but with more consideration of 

ecology. 

• Fuel Management Exclusion Zones 

• Identifies areas of high ecological or cultural value where fuel 

management should be excluded.  

• Includes areas not available for fuel management – wet gullies, 

steep areas 

•  Vegetation can still be managed, but fire safety not priority 

• Landscape Management Zones 

• All other areas 

• Fuel management for ecological outcomes 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Monbulk APZ and BMZ 
 
 
 
 



FOPs and Monbulk FMZs  
 
 
 



Monbulk – no fuel modification 
 
 
 
 



Monbulk – Fire Operations Plan 
 
 
 
 



Monbulk – FOPs + APZ + BMZ 
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• No suitable existing methodology 

• New approach developed by SYR 

 Using high resolution aerial photography, in the APZ/BMZ area: 

• map areas that are clearly “no ecological value” 

• map areas that are clearly, or from local knowledge, high 

ecological value 

• map areas that are uncertain 

With local knowledge holders: 

• consider and refine the boundaries of the above. 

• ground truth the ‘uncertain’ areas, and move them one 

way or the other. 

Finalise FMEZ mapping 

 

 
 
 
 

Identifying and protecting high value 

ecological assets (FMEZ) 


